Library Access for Sex Offenders Against Minors Policy

1. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the Library is in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 692A of the Code of Iowa.  Chapter 692 places certain legal restrictions on persons convicted of offenses against minors.  Sex offenders convicted of a sex offense against a minor shall not be present upon the real property of the public library and shall not loiter within three hundred feet of the real property boundary of the public library.  Any person found to be violating these provisions will be immediately reported to law enforcement.

2. The convicted sex offender against a minor may petition the Library Board for permission to be present upon the grounds of the library.  Any such person may contact the Library Director by telephone, 515-465-3569 for more information and an application form.  The completed application will be considered at the next regularly scheduled Library Board meeting. The Library Director may only give written permission as the result of a vote at a meeting of the Board of Trustees at which a quorum is present.

3. The issuance of a library card at any time to an individual who has been convicted of a sex offense involving a minor does not constitute permission to enter the library.  Registered sex offenders convicted of sex offenses against minors may be eligible for some library services.  They may receive information via telephone or online.  They may register for a library card directly with the Director, or his or her designee, via telephone and make arrangements for a person of their choosing to select, check out, and return materials using the library user’s card.  They may also use that card to access the library’s online materials or databases.

4. A registered sex offender convicted of a sex offense against a minor, who is legally entitled to vote, shall not be in violation of Iowa law solely for the period of time reasonably necessary to exercise the right to vote in a public election if the polling location of the offender is located at the public library.  That individual shall also not be in violation of Iowa Law solely during the period of time reasonably necessary to transport the offender’s own minor child to or from the library.

5. Violations of this policy will be immediately reported to law enforcement, and violators will lose all library privileges.  Violators will be subject to prosecution for the violation of the Iowa Law.
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